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In keeping with the spring season, April her-
alded the arrival of a new green technology 

initiative to Central Middle School.  Green 
-- not in the sense of eco-friendly.  But thanks 
to a visionary Board and administrative staff , 
green in the sense of bright green Dell Lati-
tude 2100 NETBook computers for all 6th 
Grade students.
    One-to-One has been in the planning stages 
since the Spring of 2009.  Th anks to the com-
bined eff ort, support and collaboration of the 
6th grade teachers, the whole District technol-
ogy team, Principal Deb Brennan, Systems 
Administrator Skip Paulson, and Curricu-
lum Director Nancy Schwab, the roll out of 
the new initiative took place on April 19, 2010.  
It went very smoothly.
     Th e Dell NETBook is a small, light, durable, 
rubberized computer.  Each student was as-

signed a computer, carrying case, fl ash drive 
and shelf slot, with a number that is assigned 
specifi c to that student and those pieces of 
equipment.  Students gather the carrying case 
from their locker in the morning and go to 
retrieve their machine.  Th e computers are re-
turned at the end of the day and the carrying 
cases are placed back in their locker.  Students 
may choose to take home their fl ash drive 
this year but nothing else.  Next year, with                
parental permission, students will be given the                 
opportunity to take and use the computer at 
home daily.   Ultimately, the initiative will re-
sult in all Central Middle School students be-
ing assigned their own NETBook.   
     In the few weeks since the start of One-to 
One, students have used their new NETBooks 
to create several graphing activities and book 
reviews.  Th ey have interacted with SMART-
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Board soft ware, used online resources to support and enhance 
their learning of ancient history and classifi cation of animals.  
Every classroom is full of inventive and engaging lessons 
that allow for student creativity,             
engagement and application of 
21st century skills. 
      Jill Crabbe, one of the two 
District Instructional Technology 
Specialists, said “We are doing this 
so that students can reach beyond 
our expectations and be success-
ful in the 21st century.  In just in a 
short period of time, we have seen 
increased focus and commitment 
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Are You Smarter Than a Fulton 5th Grader?
On Tuesday aft ernoon  May 18th  the Fox News crew  of John      
Eskra, Tom Waddle and Pete McMurray came to tape the inter-
active segment for its Chicago Bears pre-game show “Fox Kickoff  
Sunday” called “Is Tom Waddle Smarter  Th an a 5th Grader?”  
All current Fulton 4th grade students who will be 5th graders when 
the program airs,  took a  pre-test containing 15 questions related 
to football, geography, math, and social studies.  Sample questions 
might be: Th e Green Bay Packers are from Wisconsin. What is the 
capital city of Wisconsin? Th e Carolina Panthers play in Charlott e, 
North Carolina. How many U.S. states have North, South, East or 
West in their names?

Th e top nine scorers of the pre-test were then selected to partici-
pate in the taping.  Each top scorer taped two segments each with host Pete McMurray asking the questions and the student 
trying to prove they are smarter than former Bears player Tom Waddle. Th e segment will be placed somewhere along the 30 
minute Fox Kickoff  Sunday program. Th e nine participating students were: Sara Arquett e, Daniel Reed, Breanna Kenney, 
Stephanie Palmer, Claire Barrett , Matt  Hendricks, Ryan Lavin, Lorenzo Ordaz and Jennifer Kallenback.

Th e students did very well in the quiz segment and students were also taped for some of the promotional spots for the 
program. Th e airing of the program starts on Sunday September 12th at 10:30 and will continue for all 18 games ending on 
January 2, 2011.

Kruse Readers are One In a Million

        How long would it take you to read 1 million words -- 2 mil-How long would it take you to read 1 million words -- 2 mil-
lion -- 3 million?  Th e lion -- 3 million?  Th e Kruse Million Word Club Kruse Million Word Club is proud to is proud to 
honor it’s 8 students who have read 1 million words -- honor it’s 8 students who have read 1 million words -- Daniel Daniel 
Cryan, Natalia Obrochta, Ryan Sadowski, Victoria Wyleta, Cryan, Natalia Obrochta, Ryan Sadowski, Victoria Wyleta, 
Jenan Abuhamdeh, and Kayla Wyleta.Jenan Abuhamdeh, and Kayla Wyleta.  But our party hats go   But our party hats go 
off  to off  to Meagan ChichMeagan Chichi and i and Madelyn Vacha Madelyn Vacha who have read 2 who have read 2 
million and 3 million words respectively.  million and 3 million words respectively.  
   Kruse principal Carey Radde is also proud to report that 
there were 37 4th and 5th grade students who participated 

to their studies, more productive and collaborative communi-
cations, and a great sense of excitement throughout the sixth 
grade, staff  and students alike.  Th e staff  have also been just 

absolutely wonderful to work with.”
     At the beginning of the 2010-2011 
school year, all incoming 6th grade stu-
dents will receive their own NETBook.  
A new color will be selected each year 
for incoming students.  Th e current 
technology plan had budgeted for the 
initiative and Central parents were 
pleased to learn that it’s implemen-
tation did not require an increase in     
student fees.  

in their Rebecca Caudill Reading Contest.  Students must 
read at least 3 of the 20 nominated books to qualify for a party 
in the media center.  Congratulations on a job well done.
        While print may not be dead, audio and electronic versions 
of books, newspapers and magazines are making 
huge inroads into how students enjoy the writt en 
word.  All District Media Centers have introduced 
Playaways -- an audiobook which is pre-loaded 
into a digital audio player.  Students simply plug in earphones 
and they can enjoy a great book.  Kruse recently announced 
that it added over 20 Playaway titles to it’s library.  
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CELEBRATION STATIONCELEBRATION STATION
It’s true.  All of our students and staff  are special.  Each one has 
unique qualities and abilities which enhance the learning taking 
place in District 146.  Th e following represents a small sample of 
reasons we have to celebrate.

Robert Johansen (Gr 2)•  was chosen 
as Fierke’s 2010 “Principal for the 
Day.”   Th is is an annual Fierke event 
and is awarded at the PTA sponsored 
Fun Fair. 
Sarah Rasmussen (Gr 8)•  was chosen 
as an outstanding writer by the NCTE 
Promising Young Writer’s Contest.  
Sarah’s submission was chosen from 
415 that were nominated. Only 135 
were selected for this honor.
Congratulations to the • Central 
Marching Band and Drill Team on a successful tour to 
Orlando Florida.  Th e group marched in the SpectroMagic 
Night Parade in the Magic Kingdom.
Stephen Morrison • (Central Gr 6-8),  Carissa Benigno 
(Fierke Gr K-1), John Kubin (Fulton Gr 2-3) and Briar 
Qualizza (Kruse Gr 4-5) represented the District at the Il-
linois State Young Author’s Conference on May 15th.  
Th e • 2010 Art Expressions Contest District Winners 
are:  Antonio Perna, Brendon O’Connor and Danny 
O’Connor (Fulton);  Gabrielle Guerrera (Memorial); 
Erica Hennessy (Fierke); Brendan Herrin and Mary Kate 
Sherman (Kruse); and Natalie Schulz, Amber Holup and 

Now that Fulton school has been rebuilt, the Board has focused on making improvements to Memorial School.  While 
several small remodeling and life safety projects have taken place at Memorial in the last few years, the Board decided 

on a long-term strategy to keep the building up to date for the future.  In August of 2009, the Board began discussions about 
renovations to Memorial and a master renovation plan was developed.  
    Memorial’s renovations will provide upgrades that are already present in the other District 146 schools.  For instance, Memo-
rial is the only school whose students don’t enjoy a soft  playground; they play on black-top.  Th e small size of the main offi  ce 
and nurse’s offi  ce makes it very diffi  cult to help children who need special equipment.  While these are just some examples of 
facility needs that must be addressed, other changes will allow Memorial to be even more staff , student and family effi  cient and 
friendly.  
    Th e renovations will be completed in three phases.  Most  Phase 1 projects are planned for the summer  2010,  so they are 
completed for the start of school in August.   Th ese include:

Soft  playground area for children• 
ADA compliant classrooms (including new doors)• 
New administrative and nurse’s offi  ces• 
New Faculty lounge• 
New main entrance for the school• 

    Substantial completion of Phase 1 is scheduled for mid-November, 2010. 
At the conclusion of Phase I, the Board will review it’s fi nancial budget to 
determine when it is feasible to begin Phase II.  

MEMORIAL RENOVATIONS BEGIN SPRING 2010
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Julianne Doctor (Central).  Th e winning artwork was 
on display at the Tinley Park Library during the month 
of May.
Central was recently visited by the Central was recently visited by the • • Earl of Caithness of Earl of Caithness of 
ScotlandScotland, and the , and the Counsel General from PolandCounsel General from Poland.  Th e  .  Th e  
Central staff  has been gracious and provided some won-Central staff  has been gracious and provided some won-
derful tours of the facility.derful tours of the facility.

Donald Riddle,  Alyssa AurelioDonald Riddle,  Alyssa Aurelio• •   
and and Mary Kate DoneganMary Kate Donegan (Gr 6) are  (Gr 6) are 
the winners of the Central the winners of the Central Rebecca Rebecca 
Caudill Challenge. Caudill Challenge.  Each year 6th  Each year 6th 
grade students are challenged to read grade students are challenged to read 
the 20 Rebecca Caudill nominees and the 20 Rebecca Caudill nominees and 
then they form teams to compete.  Th is then they form teams to compete.  Th is 
year, six teams competed.  year, six teams competed.  

Th e Th e • • Marilyn Wessel Scholar-Marilyn Wessel Scholar-
ship Fund ship Fund gave out 5 scholarships this gave out 5 scholarships this 
year to children of District 146 staff  year to children of District 146 staff  

who are at least a sophomore in college in good academ-who are at least a sophomore in college in good academ-
ic standing.  Winners are:  ic standing.  Winners are:  Vince Rygula (Mary Rose Vince Rygula (Mary Rose 
Rygula - Fierke)Rygula - Fierke); ; Brian Dailey (Susannah Dailey - Brian Dailey (Susannah Dailey - 
Central); Sara Stec (Sharon Stec - Memorial); Lau-Central); Sara Stec (Sharon Stec - Memorial); Lau-
ren Meyers (Susan Meyers - Kruse); ren Meyers (Susan Meyers - Kruse); and and Tim Schulz Tim Schulz 
(Dian Schulz - Fierke).(Dian Schulz - Fierke).
Th anks to Th anks to • • Mr. Timothy Linde-Mr. Timothy Linde-
man,man, father of  father of Tyler Tyler and and Tayler Tayler 
LindemanLindeman, Fulton school re-, Fulton school re-
ceived a $300 ceived a $300 Fabric of Amer-Fabric of Amer-
ica Grantica Grant which will be used to  which will be used to 
purchase materials for the Media purchase materials for the Media 
Center.Center.
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District Calendar 
Highlights

June/July/August

6/4/10 Last Day of School
6/1210 Orland Township Back to  
 School Health Fair
6/14/10 Summertime Fun Starts
8/7/10 Orland Township Back to  
 School Health Fair
8/25/10 Sports Physicals (CMS)
8/25/10 First Day of School

Registration materials for the 
2010/2011 school year will be

 mailed out in June.
Class assignments will be mailed in 

August, shortly before the 
start of school

Summer Building Hours  
Schools 

Please contact your school
for their summer hours.

Administration Center
7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. M-Fri 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!

In April, Fierke Principal Mark French chal-
lenged his students and staff  to focus on act-

ing and observing positive behaviors.  Th e goal 
was to create a chain link based on positive ac-

tions. He directed students and staff  to create a 
color-coded link for any positive action that they 
observed someone else doing, and post it in the 
main hallway, with the action and the name of 
the person doing the positive action writt en on 
the link.  In June, they would connect the links 
with the resulting chain providing evidence of 
all of the positive actions observed at Fierke in 
only a short period of time.

PRINCIPAL’S CHALLENGE 2010
A “Chain Reaction of Positive Actions”

Green Links - for actions that are envi-• 
ronmentally friendly and promote the 
conservation of resources;
Red Links - for actions of the heart that • 
foster and exemplify kindness and com-
passion towards others; and
Yellow Links - for actions that foster and • 
exemplify responsibility for oneself, to-
wards others and towards property.

On Friday, June 4th, all students and staff  
celebrated and recognized all those who 
“linked” to the chain.  

SPORTS PHYSICALS
will be conducted at Central on 
August 25, 2010.  This is a one 

time only event. Log onto 
www.sportlinkusa.com 

to register or call Central
for more information.

ons He directed students and staff to creat


